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AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE Lﬂgos, Nigaria; Dec. 28, 1943

Dear Folks,

Thank you very much indeed for your Christmeas greating
telegram which arrived this moming, We were very havpy to get
it, although we felt you shouldn't have gpen® ths monsy, I also
have Sarah's latter of December 6th; I hove the letter you were
walting for arrived in dus course, as it was already on the way,.

With mdénor exeepntlons, which I will tell you about,
we have had 2 very plsasant Christmas season, Last Wednesday
nieht the Ameriecan community gave a party for the Armed Forces
(Ameriean). It was glven on the lawn at Mr. Lynch'es houss,
and Philinda's strenuous afforts with the dscorations were wall
revaid, The vlrce lonksd very nlee Indesd, and they even had a
little Christmas tree, decnfnted with a few genuine and saveral
locally produced ornamsnts, Outside they had a dance floor,
small tables and chailrs, and colored lighta, It was very gay.

We had invited cll the attractive local ladies we could
think of, and they came vrevared to see that the boys had a good
time. The boys were reiuctant to cooperate, however, at lsast
and {irst, and we had a lot of trouble to dry them out of tight
little knots and gat them dancing. Once thé ice was broken,
though, “hings went very well indesd. I wae vsry proud of our
boys, They were all gentlsmen and behaved beautifully; 1f anything,
they were tod shy., Philinda's fest wsre swollen for two days
afterwards from dancing too much, The boys didn't feel so shy
with the Amsrican giris,

Christmas Eve we went 8o Cavtain Roberts'(Barber Line)
houss for dinner, Cavpy gave us a Tine menal and afterwardis we went
to tha club, Incidentally, I had dlmear on Chrlstmas Eve two
years ago at Cap's, At ths cludb the varty was very slow at rirst
due to the Tmet that at least three of the veopls were not fealing
wall, After they went home, though, we gatherad in some more
friends and had a rsal Jolly time, We go® home about 3:30.

Chrigtmas morning I succeeded at last in surprising
Philinda. I have trisd several times In the past, but the usual
thing was Tor the messenger to bring in whatever I had bought
and put 1t down on her desk, This time I wrote enrly this month
t0 a fellow in Leovoldville and asked him to send up a nice night
gown and some verfume. The nighty was only modernmtaly successful,
but +has verfume was French and very nics. In additlion, I got a
weter color palntine done by a native artist whileh is far and away
the best native art we have seen in Nigerim, It 1s to be vlaced
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on exhibltlon under the auspices of the Informntion O0ffice in
the near future, and I was only able to get 1t by wromlsing to
return 1t for the purposes of the sxhibit. I had some tense mome
ents on the afternoon when it was to be dsliveraed, as Philinda,
who had bsen at Mr. Lynch'ss fixing the dacorations for the partg
came home earlier than I had expescted., Howsever, we managsd to
get ths picture hidden, and bafore Philinda came out of the bad
room on Christmes morning, I hung it up on tha wall. She was
very pleased, and that mads me very happy lndesd.

After mmak breakfast Christmas morning, we want by
eanoe to the beach., It was lovely to be out thare = much coolar
than Lagos, which is pretty hot and stieky at this point. The
alr was fresh and dry and the sky clear, We had the tradigdonal ., ..
Christmas dinner; turksy, dressing, mashad potatoes, and dressing. ...
The turkey was very good, but ths rsal treat was the dressing,
which Philinda had conecoctad hargalf using éntirely things loeally
available, The main ingredients were dry Ysad, peanuts and cur-
rants, If that doesn't sound good to you, you should try it soms
time., Of course there is no sage here and practically nons of
the usual syices, The meal was A grand success, and alterwards
wa slept so long that 1t was too late to swim in ths surf at
Lighthouse bsach., However, we took a dlp in the Bay, which helpsd
wake us up. In the evening we did nothingd at all - Jjust sat in
our béach chalrs on the froant porch and talked and watchad the
stars swing across a blaek velvet sky. “e usually sing on such
occasions, but this time we had so much to say to sach othser of
absolutely mo conssquenca that we didn't even warble a Chrilstmas
carol. It was simply perfect. After some beer and cheese and
white maat, we went to bed and sleppt like tops.

Sunday morning several Tiiends came over %o join us.
Besides Bill Bruns and Pat, there were the two  Rockefeller
doectors, Bugher and Hahn, a Major MgeConaughy, who was passing
through town, and our very good friend, Dick Poland, British
Alr Ministry Revresentative in West Africa. Dick has rsturmnsd
temporarily to Lagos after a very interesting trlp home to England,
He gnve us all the latest gosslp from the halls of ths Govarmment
and some interesting insight into how the Ameriecan troops are
getting along with ths British psople. Not too badly, but not
too well, either. The main trouble seams to be that they have
too much monsy: as you know, an American sergeant mrkes mors than
2 British captain., They erowd the bars, drink up all ths limited
supvlies of whiskey, and occasionally don't beshave too well,
Howsver, it's nothing serious, and thes beginning of tha invasion
will give them more to do.

Bill Bruns brought us the firat bad nsws which marred
glightly, but only slichtly, the joy of the occmaion, It scams
that the pollice had had occfsion to saarch soma house in the
native section, Thare were saveral boxas thare, ontof which was
rovorted to balong to Willy, our small boy. It contained three
cartons of clgarettes and some powder and soap, all stolen from
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our house, To go mxzkx s~head with this story, on Monday morning
in came a constable with little Willy in hand and ths cigarettes
ete, They were undoubtedly ours, and it was with a heavy heart
Indeed that I went to the polies station, and, afier discussing
the matter with the Suparintendent, prer8rred charges against
Willy. The Superintendent sxplained that if Willy vleaded guilty
he would be lat off with a light fine, but if he tried to fight
the case, hs would probably gst a year cutiing grass along the
Lagos roadside, So I tried to persuade him to plead euilty.

At flrst he tried to tell some ridiculous story about having
bought them Trom some boy in Avape, but later admitted that he
had stolen them., I don't know whether I pgot my voint across

or not, becausge today Thompson says he 1z still talking about
"some Apava boy". If he vlands not puilty, I will have to sppear
in court againgt him, and it will B& very hard for me becnuse I
am £t1l]l very fond of him, It is difficult to Judee simple veopie
like that by our moral stan@arde, Their senss of right and wrong
is not highly develoved, asveclally as regards Europeans, who
don't come within ths complicated structure of famlly and custo-
mary X& natlve law, In his eyes, we have unlimited money and
huge quantities of sverything., Why, we didn't sven miss the
cigarattes (although we 4id think we had been smoking awfully
muchl!)- He dldn't really harm us, and thersfore it doesn't scem
wrong to him., However, at some stage of the game, either a

moral senss or & fear of punichment has to be drilled into thelr
builet skulls, so littie Willy will have to ssrve as an example
to the rest of ths house boys in the vicinity.

The other dmcident which almost spoiled our holiday
was when Dr. Hahn go® out too far in the ocean and started to
drown. Hs cAn swim, but actually in a heavy surf, you can't
swim much, He had a bad eramp in his thigh, and that mades it
worse., Fortunatsly, Bill Bruns, who 1s about six feet t=ll,
was nsarby, and he could stand wherse Dr., Hahn couldn't, He
got hold of him and, after soms pracarious moments, managed %o
bull him back to shallow water, Many veoplse have besen drownszd
on that besach, wvractically all bscause they went ou% too far,
I naver go out mors than chest-deap. Hehn recovered in a fow
minutes and ths party went on as if nothing had havpsned. We
are going out to the beach again New Year's Day,

I have Just found out that small varcels (5 lbs., I
think) can be sent by A.P.0. if specifically requested, I am
thersefore requesting you to send me two peirs of Airweight
pajemas, as mentioned in my last letter, Did you ever send the
black tux tis I asked for 2 I sure do need it, The A.P.O.
is much better for small varcels than the vouch, which is very
slow. DMoreover, Philinda's mother has sent her & lot of things
whleh have never arrived, although 2ll the pouches ssem to have
come through safely (with ons probable szcevtion),

By the time this raaches you the new year will be well
started, so it is a little late to say "Happy New Year". I am
not wirlng as it &8 too expensive, but sené{ycu all love just ths
Same, e
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IN REPLY REFER TO

FiLE No. L16&

AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE Dgeember 51, 1943

Dear Dnrd,

I am adding this note to this already bulky epistle
to ask you if you will arrange through Carl Amkele to buy a
$37.50 War bond for Janis's brby as soon as you hear what 1ts
name 1s going teo ba. That would be a bond with a maturlity value
of $50. I em mentioning this in a letter to Carl %oday, The
check Tor $37.50 is enclosad.,

We ara both very anxious 4o hear how everything goes,
I hove Norman will send us a wire, although I could enrsily under-
stend his not doing so in view of thair difficult Tinincdsl
condition,

Philinda bas caught cold and this puts 2 cloud over our
blans to have & Tew veople in tonight and then go Lo the Club.
We will have the peovle in for dinner, but we will have to send
them off to the Club by themselvss avoub 11 6'clock.

Thenk you very much Tor [lxlng this bond buslnsss up
for ms, Phllinda hes recently asked Cark o BUY A BOND FOR HER
and deliver it to you., You can put it wherever my bonds are,
When we gat home I willl arrangs for a safs devosit box at the
Park Fatlonal so we can have Cark put things thers without
botharing you,

Good-tys again,

Love,
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